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• Turn on ventilation systems.  Once there appears to be no visible mercury on the 
carpet, turn the heating and air conditioning system and any other circulation systems 
back on, but keep the interior doors to this room closed.  Exterior windows or doors 
should be left open for at least a few hours, 24 - 48 hours would be best.  

Spills Down a Drain  
Since mercury is heavier than water, it will likely accumulate in the S-trap of a drain. The slow 
dissolution of the mercury in a sink trap can release mercury into the air and wastewater 
system for many years.  
 

• Remove the sink trap.  Working over a tray or bucket, carefully remove the sink trap 
and pour the contents into the tray or bucket.  

• Recover the mercury.  After allowing it to settle, gently remove as much water as 
possible without disturbing the mercury. Use an eyedropper to recover all of the 
mercury. Place the recovered mercury into the small plastic container and seal the lid.  

• Seal the mercury waste container.  Place the small plastic container inside the larger 
plastic container to provide additional containment.  Seal each lid securely so that the 
mercury and its vapors will be contained.  Place the sealed containers into a ziptop 
plastic bag and seal.  Label the outer bag "Hazardous Waste - Mercury." 

• Reassemble the sink trap.  Replace the sink trap and dispose of the remaining water.  
• Turn on ventilation systems.  Turn the heating and air conditioning system and any 

other circulation systems back on, but keep the interior doors to this room closed.  
Exterior windows or doors should be left open for at least a few hours, 24 - 48 hours 
would be best.   

 
 
Visit the Mercury-free Colorado website at http://www.cdphe.state.co.us/hm/mercury/ 
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