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Policy Summary 

To ensure safe planning for the handling of biological 
agents, safe research behavior, safe disposal of infectious 
laboratory wastes and compliance with College policies 



of such studies.  The Biosafety Committee also functions on behalf of Fort Lewis College 
to ensure that the experimental work is performed in compliance with current laws. 

2. The Biological Safety Officer represents the Environmental Health and Safety office and 
is primarily responsible for continuity and compliance of the biosafety program at Fort 
Lewis College. 

3. Laboratory supervisors (Principal Investigators - PI) are expected to be familiar with 
relevant safety guidelines described in the Biosafety Program, the Standard Operating 
Procedures (SOPs) included with the Biosafety Program and national best practices that 
pertain to the biological agent in use.  The PI shall personally monitor and be responsible 
for the day-to-day operation of the biosafety lab, and to take all necessary steps for 
protection of staff, students, and the general public against undesirable consequences of 
experimental work conducted at Fort Lewis College, and/or during field studies. 

4. Department chairpersons are responsible for the general safety of faculty, staff and 
students working with biohazardous agents in the department. 

II. Reason for Policy  
To insure faculty, staff and students are cognizant of this policy and to insure compliance with 
federal and state regulations, following national best practices and mitigation of risk in work 
areas where biohazardous materials are used.  



VI. Cross-Referenced Policies  
A.   Fort Lewis College Biosafety Program 

B.   National References 

a. CDC Biosafety in Microbiological and Biomedical Laboratories (BMBL) 

(https://cdc.gov/biosafety/publications/bmbm5/) 

b. NIH Guidelines for Research Involving Recombinant or Synthetic Nucleic Acid 
Molecules (NIH Guidelines) 

(https://www.osp.nh.gov/office-biotechnology-activities/biosafety/nih-guidelines 
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